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The minor or "village" irrigation sector is very important to Sri 
Lanka's agriculture. 
Lmka where irrigated agriculture originated. M y  of the ancient minor 
irrigation systems are still in use and they attest to the wisdom of Sri 
Lanka's ancient rulers, arid of designers and managers of the systems. 

During the postindependent period emphasis w a s  given to rehabilitation, 
improvement, and better operation and management of these village irrigation 
systems. Irrigation scientists, agriculturists, economists, sociologists, 
management specialists and political scientists became interested in the 
different fields of irrigated agriculture including design, planning, system 
management, fanner participation, and institutional aspects. The research 
carried out and the seminars and workshops held with the participation of 
foreign and national irrigation practitioners, policy makers, and scholars 
have resulted in a large nmkr of publications to enrich the literature on 
the minor irrigatian sector. 

The International Irrigation Management Institute which seeks w a y s  to 
help developing countries improve the management and performance of 
irrigation systems, in collaboration with national institutions, has paid 
particular attention to improving the efficiency of small irrigation systems, 
which in IIMI's irrigation-management jargon are "farmer-miinaged irrigation 
systems." 
prepared this selected bibliography on small-scale irrigation systems in S r i  
Lanka. 

unpublished, on the subject of minor irrigation covering such areas as 
assistance programs, water management, farmer prticiption, and system 
performance and management. 

worked as a consultant to IIMI and who not only compiled the bibliography 
but also provided copies of h i s  personal collection of writings. 

literature review and to Dr. Douglas J. Merrey, Head, Sri Lanka Field 
Operations who gave h i s  fullest support and advice to complete this work. 

from the  International Fund for Agricultural Developnent (IFAD) and 
Bundesministerium f u r  Wirschaftliche Zusammenarbeit (BMZ), West Germany, for  
the Farmer-Managed Irrigation Systems (FMIS) project, which funded the 
preparation of this bibliography. 
publication. 

Villages evolved around tanks in the dry zone of Sri 

As one such attempt IIMI conducted a literature review and 

This biblography lists the available writings, whether published or 

A special debt of gratitude is owed to Mr.  Kapila P. Vimaladharma who 

Special thanks are also due to Dr. David Groenfeldt who originated the 

Finally, grateful acknowledgement is made of the financial assistance 

ILMI's own funds were used for 

M.H.S. Ihyaratne 
&search Assmiate 
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