




Batticaloa Lagoon - An ideal resource, idle 

Eastern Sea Board of the Batticaloa district stretches 73.5 km from Verugal in the North 
to Thurai Neelavanai in the South and is distinctly separated from the green paddy lands 
of the western flank by a series of three large lagoon systems viz. Panichankerni laggon
Uppar- (3,125 ha), Valaichenai Laggon-Vandaloos Bay (1500 ha) and the Batticaloa 
lagoon (11,500 ha). They make a total of 16,125 hectares in the district and is one of the 
largest lagoon systems in the country. Most of the population is distributed in the eastern 
flank where the towns have developed and the western flank,yet, holds the vast green 
fields of the district (Fig 1). 

50% of the population is engaged in cultivation or fishing. Fishing is mostly in the 
shallow coastal sea or the lagoons. Deep sea fishing is very limited at present and prior 
to 1986 was mostly done by the migrant fisherman from the south of the country. 
Production from the lagoon have been limited and have been 'over exploited' in the 
recent times by more people taking onto inland lagoon fishing as a result of limited 
mobility to engage in other activities. The general catch in the lagoon includes Tilapia, 
Sethal, Palai and Kayal. Tilapia was introduced in the last few decades with the 
development of the Gal Oya valley. The prawns and crabs of Batticaloa have been very 
famous from early times, though the production have been reduced at present and the 
increased price makes it lucrative for transporting to Colombo rather than to sell it at 
local markets. One of the reasons for the decline of the catch may be the reduction of the 
Mangroves in the district, at the hands of expanding paddy fields and for security 
clearance. This in theory would have a tremendous negative impact on the juvenile 
population of the fish and prawn population of the lagoon. 

Many bridges and causeways have been constructed across each lagoon joining the north 
and south or the east and west from the 1920s and 30s (Oddamawadi, Kalladi, Pattipali 
etc) as necessary. The waterways remained a major transport until then and even long 
after that and even at present the waterway serves for transport in many places( 
Manmunai, Ampilathurai). Ferries operate at some points, small boats at other, barge in 
some place etc. People use to swim in these waters in the earlier days but not any more, 
for fear of hygiene. 

Of the three lagoons the largest is the Batticaloa lagoon which shall be the theme of my 
discussion ahead. The importance of this lagoon also rises from the point that it 
intermingles with many of the large towns in the district and stretches over about 56 km 
from Pankudaweli in the North to Sammnathurai in the South( though this is in the 
Amparai District at present) with around 4 km width at some locations. The lagoon has a 
maximum depth of 13 fathoms( ca. 25m) but is generally a shallow lagoon(4m) in most 
places. The lagoon meets the sea at two points at Kalladi and Kallar (Fig 1 and 2).Both 
form seasonal sand bars which have been openedwhen the water levels reach a particular 
height (flood level) traditionally. However recent years the practices have been less 
streamlined leading to some problems. 



8 rivers flow into the lagoon discharging about 1.9 trillion cubic meters of water (Table 
1). In addition part of the drainage from Gal Oya also enter the lagoon. Of the 8 rivers 3 
major ones namely Mundeni aru, Magillavettuwan aru and Andal Oya originate from 
Badulla, Moneragala and Amparai districts(Fig 3). Deforestation and agriculture 
development in these districts have contributed to flash floods and silting of the lagoon in 
the recent years. 

The Lagoons supports about 9500 families of which 6500 is dependant on the Batticaloa 
Lagoon. The production figures shown in Table 3 highlights the low productionn of the 
system. The sudden increase in 1994 seems questionable as it is unexplained, in any 
terms and may be an artifact of the methodology. 

The utility of the lagoon is primarily confined to Fisheries at present also at the minimal 
level, thus making it Idle. I explain below to emphasize how ideal this is as a resource 
for the development of the region and the flowchart for such a change. 

The settings of the lagoon makes it ideal for the following ventures which may be 
viewed in the angles of conservation, development, economic enhancement or in toto. 

1. Fisheries 

Such a vast system of water is ideal for development. The Salinity ranges from 0 to 40 
ppm depending on seasons and locations. 
Development of Lagoon fisheries is a very important factor. However it is not a simple 
issue but which involves a range of factors which need to be consolidated to achieve the 
results. The conservation and establishment of mangrove areas in the lagoon which 
would favor the increase of the natural populations; The legislation's for fishing in the 
lagoon which may involve licensing, seasonal prohibition/limitation etc.; The 
limitation/prevention of raw sewage/waste entering the lagoon promoting survival of the 
fish and prawn populations in the lagoon.; There are 26 canals that enter the lagoon 
direct as of today with untreated sewage domestic or otherwise.; The opening of the 
lagoon bar mouth for better migration and salinity maintenance. 

2. Agriculture 

The use of water for agriculture is limited except in areas distant from the bar mouth 
where in seasons the salinity approached zero. Lift irrigation systems are known to 
operate in Thannamunai/ Kaluthavalai areas. The closing of the Bar mouth may assist 
mare fanners to use water for agriculture. Confining the waters at smaller bays by bunds 
may result in fresh water pockets which may help agriculture. 

3. Fresh Water 
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